PMI, CIPH Announce Effort to Develop Joint Canadian-U.S. Plumbing Standards

Rolling Meadows, Ill. — November 16, 2015 — Plumbing Manufacturers International (PMI) and the Canadian
Institute of Plumbing and Heating (CIPH) announced today a mutual effort to further advance the development
of joint Canadian-United States plumbing standards. This effort will build upon work exploring the
harmonization of standards and conformity assessment procedures initiated by the American National Standards
Institute (ANSI) and the Standards Council of Canada (SCC).

Toward developing the concept of “one standard, one test/one scheme” throughout North America, CIPH and
PMI have reached out to their respective memberships for input on specific U.S. and Canadian standards that
generate duplication of effort and that could benefit from a joint U.S.-Canadian standard approach. “We asked
our members to indicate the areas that would benefit from the publication of a single document for both
countries that indicates compliance to ANSI and SCC requirements,” said Barbara C. Higgens, PMI CEO and
executive director.

This stakeholder engagement in the design and implementation of harmonizing standards is vital, said Ralph
Suppa, CAE, CIPH president and general manager. “Expressions such as ‘one standard, one test’ and ‘one audit
accepted everywhere in North America’ are frequently used during meetings and conferences between
government and industry; they reflect a strong stakeholder interest in pursuing more efficient approaches,” he
stated.

Over the coming months, PMI and CIPH will communicate the input they receive from members to ANSI and
SCC and explore how best to respond to member requests for joint Canada-U.S. standards. Results of this
initiative will be shared with all stakeholders toward determining appropriate next steps for future joint U.S.-
Canadian standards development activities.

North American harmonized standards will enhance economic growth and competitiveness

Standards and conformity assessment play a key role in supporting economic growth and in facilitating trade.
Further cross-border standardization will enable both U.S. and Canadian industry to increase supply chain
efficiencies and improve the competitiveness of their exports across the continent and around the world.
Conversely, duplicative standards, testing and certification requirements within a regional market can act as
barriers to trade, negatively impacting costs, productivity and competitiveness.

Canada and the United States have the largest and most comprehensive trading relationship in the world,
supporting millions of jobs in each country. In 2014, trade of goods and services between Canada and the U.S.
totaled nearly $600 billion CAD. In addition, trilateral trade between NAFTA partners (including Mexico)
surpassed $1.1 trillion CAD.

About PMI

Plumbing Manufacturers International is the voluntary, not-for-profit international industry association of
manufacturers of plumbing products, serving as the Voice of the Plumbing Industry. Member companies
produce about 90 percent of the nation’s plumbing products. As part of its mission, PMI advocates for plumbing
product performance and innovation contributing to water savings, sustainability, public health and safety, and
consumer satisfaction. For more information on PMI or its conferences, contact the organization at 1921
Rohlwing Road, Unit G, Rolling Meadows, IL, 60008; tel.: 847-481-5500; fax: 847-481-5501. Visit our website

at www.safeplumbing.org.


http://www.safeplumbing.org/

ABOUT CIPH

The Canadian Institute of Plumbing & Heating (CIPH) is a not-for-profit trade association. Founded in Montreal
in 1933, the Institute is a vibrant organization committed to providing members with the tools for success in
today's competitive environment. More than 260 companies are members of this influential Canadian industry
association. They are the manufacturers, wholesaler distributors, master distributors, manufacturers' agents and
allied companies who manufacture and distribute plumbing, hydronic heating, industrial, waterworks and other
mechanical products. Visit ciph.com to learn more.
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