FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Plumbing Manufacturers International Expresses Disappointment with Decision to Impose Tariffs
The 10 percent duties will hurt job creation, offset tax cuts, and result in higher costs for
consumers, association states
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Sept. 18, 2018 – Plumbing Manufacturers International (PMI) today expressed
disappointment on behalf of its members with the decision by the Trump Administration and the United
States Trade Representative (USTR) to impose tariffs of 10 percent on more than $200 billion worth of
Chinese imports, including plumbing-related products and components.
“Imposing tariffs unnecessarily penalizes plumbing fixture and fittings manufacturers, their employees,
and the American consumer,” stated PMI CEO/Executive Director Kerry Stackpole. “Ultimately, the
American consumer will pay the price of new tariffs, which are effectively taxes that will hurt job creation
in the commercial development, residential construction, retailing, and the home improvement industry.”
Stackpole added that the tariffs risk offsetting the benefits of last year’s tax cuts for American
manufacturers, their workers and American consumers. “The 10 percent duties on plumbing fixtures,
fittings, and related plumbing components will result in higher costs for consumers, significant supply
chain disruptions, and a negative impact on U.S. growth and jobs.”
PMI represents nearly 40 plumbing manufacturers that produce plumbing products in facilities located in
more than 30 states. These products are distributed and sold in every state in the nation. These
manufacturers directly employ more than 193,000 U.S. workers and pay $10.3 billion in direct wages
within the U.S.
On Aug. 23, Stackpole testified to the USTR on the adverse impacts the tariffs would cause within the
plumbing manufacturing industry and U.S. economy. The number of objections to the duties raised during
this USTR hearing speaks volumes about the damage the tariffs will cause. More than 350 witnesses
from a broad cross-section of U.S. businesses testified, and more than 6,100 comments were submitted
to the docket.
About Plumbing Manufacturers International
Plumbing Manufacturers International (PMI) is the voluntary, not-for-profit international industry
association of manufacturers of plumbing products, serving as the Voice of the Plumbing Industry.
Member companies produce 90 percent of the United States’ plumbing products. As part of its mission,
PMI advocates for plumbing product performance and innovation contributing to water efficiency and
savings, sustainability, public health and safety, and consumer satisfaction. PMI’s members are industry
leaders in producing safe, reliable and innovative water-efficient plumbing technologies. PMI members
manufacture water-efficient toilets, urinals, faucets, showerheads and other products at more than 70
locations in 25 states and that are sold in home improvement stores, hardware stores and showrooms
and online. For more information on PMI, contact the organization at 1750 Tysons Blvd., Ste. 1500,
McLean, Va., 22102; tel.: 847-481-5500; fax: 847-481-5501. www.safeplumbing.org.
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